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To the moſt 
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M AD AM, 
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2 =2>-. He deſigne of this Sermon being 
oF NF to poſleſſe the minds of his Maje- 
85) [- IJ 5 {ties ſubjects, with ſuch a juſt and 
BEZ<SD yy full ſenſe of the Divine Origi- 
nal, and Supreme Dignity of Kings as may 
keep them within the bounds of their Dury 
and Allegiance to their natural Soveraigne, 
Your Royal HIGHNEessE's molt Glo- 
rious Father now raigning , I have bin en- 
couraged to make it publick: and fince the 
Gloric of God , for which Your RoYAL 

A 2 Hisn- 
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H1iGHNEsSsE has ſogreat a Concern, and 
che ſervice of the Crown, to which You are 
ſonearly related, and which ought to be the 
ſrudie as it is rhe dury of everie truce English- 
man , arc the ſole ends borh of preaching 
and publishing it, I have taken the conhi- 
dence in all humility to preſent it ro Your 
Royal HiGnNESSE not out of any 
opinion of irs worth , bur as a teſtimonie 
of my loyalry and duriful affection ro my 
Prince , and of thar profound veneration 
vyhichThave for thoſc divine Excellencies , 
vyherevvith God hath abundantly cenrich'd 


YourRoyar HiGcHnNEssE, andvvhich 


exact the utmoſt adoration thar can be paid 
by one mortal to another , and vyhereby 
You are rais d as much above others of an 
inferiour qualitie in the higheſt exaltation 
of everie vertue as You exccl them in the 
High and Royal Dignity of Your Birth. 
This, MADAM, is the ſenſe of all the 


world that have bur ſo much as heard of 
Your 
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Your Royrar HicnNEsss, and Your 
exemplarie Pietie, and conſtant attendance 
upon the publick worship of God , and 
humble demeanour ar it , the regular and 
uninterrupted courſe of Your private Devo- 
tions, Your lincerc attection to the Church 
of England; Your Princelie Charity and Li- 
beralirty to the afflicted , Your great Humi- 
liry, Courtche and Aﬀabiliry rovvards all , 
and vvhar ever 1s admired by the beſt men, 
or can render a Perſon Excellent and illu- 
{ſtrious in the eyes of the vvorld , and vvhich 
Shine forth every day more and more in 
Your ROYAL HIGHNESSE vvithagrea- 
ter luſtre ; all rheſe shovv that the vvorld is 
not miſtaken in rhe high opinion it has of 
Your Rovar HIiGHNESSE, and thar all 
that can be ſaid of Your Vertues and Perfec- 
tions vvil come far short of the truth : and 
thoſe {trangers vvho have only heard of 
them by common report, vvhen they come 
to be never fo little acquainted vvith the 

A 3 truth 
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truth of things , will be as much confoun- 
ded, as the Queen of Sheba was when s$he 
came her ſelf and heard the wiſdom of Solomon, 
and favy the glory of his Court, there vvill 
be no more ſpirit left in them. 

All theſe divine Graces and Diſpoſitions 
of the ſoul together with all other both mo- 
ral and intellectual Accomplishments, whe- 
ther narural or acquired thatare any vyhere 
to be found among mankind, being unired 
in Your Royar HiciaNEsst , and joyn'd 
to the Beauries and Pertections of a Bodie , 
fir for the Reception and Habitation of ſo 
heavenly a Gueſt, vvith a carriage and de- 
portment compounded of Humiliry, Good- 
neſſe and Majeſtie , do at once qualifie Your 
Royal HiGcnNESSE for the higheſt 
place in the Calendar of Saints, and to fill a 
Throne vvithout any danger or diminution 
to the Brightneſle of Your Innocence. Thar 
Goodneſle vyhich 1s {o natural ro all Your 


Auguſt Family , and of vvhich Your Roy ar 
Hicn- 
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HicnNessr has ſo great a share forbids me 
to diſpare of Your HicHNEesse's pardon for 
this great preſumprion, or of Your favou- 
rable acceptance of this mean bur fincereſt 
Demonſtration of my being, 


MADAM, 


Your Rovar HiGHNressE's 


moſt humble and devoted Servant , 


A FREEZER 


To 


To the right Worshipfaul , 
the Fellovvship of 


MERCHANTS ADVENTURERS 
of ENGLAND, 


[;; all the Places of their veſadence , and more 
particularly to that Part of it reftdeins 
at DOR T. 


RIGHT W ORSHIPFUL, 


- = | <2 He uſual Apologie which is made 

; by thoſe who arc willing to ap- 
BS: 5 jz pear in print , but would not be 
VE) WS thought ſo ; is either the impor- 
- ">= tunity of Friends , or the com- 
. mands of Superiours. Nothing of all this 
was the cauſe of publishing this Sermon. I 
was neither importun'd to ir by Friends, nor 
commanded by Superiours , nor was I deſt- 
rous to be ſeen in print. But there were 
other more weighty reaſons which moved 
me toit. When I was ſpoakto , preſently at- 
ter 'it was preached , by a very worthy and 
loyal perſon , to let it be printed, I ara 
Tac 
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che motion, as being conſcious of the mean- 
neſlſe and careleſneſle of the drefle, and other 
defects which tho rhey might paſſe well enough 
inthe delivery, yet were unde to COMec ibroad 
in the world. Burt when I confiderd rhe 
many virulent Libels that have bin lately ſcat- 
ter'd abroad, and rranilared into ſ{cveral lan- 
Euages , that the poylon might have more room 
to diffale i Its malignity to the dishonour of God , 
the {candal of Chriltianity , the defamation of 
the belt of Kings , to the ſtirring up of re- 
bellion, and to the {ubverſion of all Govern- 
ment, by men whoſe immoralities and offen- 
CCS acainlt God , and whole T reaſons againlit 
their Prince arc of juch a prodigious magnitude 
that they deipair ever of obtaining pardon , ci- 
ther from the one or the other, and whole cri- 
mes of all forts, they are pert {waded them- 
{elves are /o great aireadie , that they C:110t be 
ſafe, but by attemſting greater ; I thought I could 
not do a more acceprable piece of ſervice = an 
this juncture of time, to God, my Prince, and 
my native Country , than by publishing a dif- 
courſe, how mean ſocver J concerning the di- 
Vine authority of Kings, tic dignity "and Eb 
crednefle of their Perions , and the uncondi- 
tional obedience due to them from their Sub- 


B jects; 


jets; which three points (upon which the ſafe- 
ty of all Government —p_ ds ) are lo clear. 
ly prov ed and made lo plain to cyery vulgar Ca- 

MAcitie, that none can have any reaſon to habe 
of the truth and ertalnity of what is here afſer- 
ed; and which 1 make no queltion , bar will 
leave ſuch an im prefh: on of duty and loyalty 
upon the minus of all unprejudiced mperions , 
and who are nor obitinately reſolved to be de- 
ceived to their own deiiruction, as will he 1Þ 
to conFrm ail true C hriitians and wood S als. 
jects in th: honour and reſpect wc þ thes + have 
for their Prince; and to recover it +7 Zu To 
has bin debauch-d , or corrupted by impious 


and anarchical Principles and Doctrines of 


men , who by their frequent reſiſting the 
truth and the convictions of their own con= 
{ciences ſeem to be given over by God to ltrong 
deluſions to beli lievC Se lie, and to a rept rebate 
mind to do thoſe things tnat are not conve- 


QC 
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nient, being billed wich all unri; ooul, 10s, 


and Ls (it 3 is to be teard } have involved 
th2mlelves in the fin azainle \ch-1 Hoty not, 

T1 hzreis oniy one thing more wich I hill 
ad CONCCrning t the Oriviaal of Pow-r, waich 
is the firit point that 1s handled in the ci- 
ſucing diſcourſe ; that what ever right the 
People 


People have in the choice of their own ruler, 
in anclective King lo: N ? It Can never be pro- 
ved th ar thy CAatnLO [1 ly Dy it; * Or that thowy * Un 


Fo | 


Can reſume 1t into their own IO 4 when ever nam 
thy have Once Pa ted With it; but it ismolt Gifras? 
ccrtain they Can pretend to no ſuch right waere 05 
the Crown 1s hereditariec and derived BY 1 perator , 


long and. regulal - lucceftion for many (; gy org 


1 fit- 
rations, and by | mmemorial pre! Cription 1 any « 2 mes 


one Familie, which 1s the {tate of the F ngtiSH ibn _ 


Monarchis. n111t- 
bits, ur 


Upon theſe con{:derations I have thought are 
fit ro pablish this Sermon , and have prehxt th 
your names before 1t , thereby to tCitline TO rom 7 
the vvorld your Eminent Loy altic and Af- ger: 


of1rs 
tection vv hic h YOU I ave al WW aALCS Shovved to qrrderr , 


A quit , 


your Prince, and to encourage others to fol- 4... 
lovy your examp ple: and to give ſome demon-; 
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{tration of my graticude tor the particular obli- 
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ations I have tro your Socictic, vvhich that :. 
S* 7 , $0PCH2 


it may at length be reſtored (by the favour rum 
and clemncic of our molt Gracious Prince , 75 


fad; poſrea 

(whom God long preſerve) to its antient flow-: _ 
rihing condition, and may for ever continue - 9: 
in the ſame to che Glory of God , the Ho- grave 
B 2 nour £97.9 
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&0s guidem tanguam ſubdrtos qureſcere decet : me weoro wtpote IMPAratorem , aud agen- 


Gum fit ſpectare, S0zora. Fiſt, Eccit, lib, 6. cap. 6 
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nour of the King , the Encreaſe of Trade, 
and the Renown of the English Nation, is the 
Prayer of, | 


RIGHT WORSHIPFUL, 


Your TWorships moſt faithful Servant , 


AUS EFREZER; 
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No dctenſative againſt Death, 


Psar wm LXXXI. 6, 7,8. 1have ſaid ye are Gods, 
and all of you children of the moſt Hizh : But ye shall 
dic like men, and fall like 020 of the Princes. cAviſe 0 
Cod juagetheearth , for thou shalt inherit all Nations 


\ F a ſparrow which is fold for lefle than a 
2 2Y! farthing, or (which 1s of lefle conſidera- 
3D ' tion than a ſparrow, if a hair of our heads 


G2) falls not to the ground without the direc- 
& 


ly thedeath of Kings, who are not only 
the Image of God after a more excellent manner than 
other men, but Gods themfelves , does not happen 
but by an extraordinary appointment , and without 
being attended with atrain of unuſual conſequences 1n 
relation to the peace and welfare not only of their own 
Subjects, but of all the Nations that are round about 


them. 
B 3 To 


, tion of our Heavenly Father, then certain-' 


{2 
To pull down and to exalt, toplant and to root up 
Kingdomes, or to remove the Crown from one Head 
to anothe Tr. 4s 1t 1s a Prerogative which God has afſu- 
med to flimſelf, ſo He never puts it in cxecution , but 
he g1VCS ſome manifeſt tokens of his Kindneſle or his 
Diſplcaſure againit a People. And therefore when ever 
ſuch changes come to paile, the minds 1 are f1iÞd, 
(as 1t were by a Divine an {upernatural in{tinct) v *h 
diiferent apprehentions of fear or hope, of Joy or for- 
row for theevent, 1n proportion to che Benetits they 
have enjoyed, or the Evils they have ſutfter'd under the 
former Government, and which tl hey arc like to ex- 
ect under that which ſucceeds. T here was never any 
Prince ſo wicked or crucl but the miſcrics that have en- 
fucd upon his Death or Removal , either for the want 
of an heir, or by the exclution of him to whom the 
Right of ſuccetlion did belong , have given the Subjects 
abuadant reaſon to lament his lofſe. But the death of a 
Juſt, a Wiſe, and a Mercitul Prince 1s a Lofle that 1s 
not to be valued, and can never be ſuthciently reſented, 
and ought to be lookt upon asan Argument that God is 
not very well pleaſed with that People who arc more 
immediatly concernd init. The conlideration whereof 
ought to humble them under the mighty hand of God 
for thoſe {ins which may have occalion'd it, toſeeit b 
any means they may prevent the evils which they have 
reaſon to apprehend may be the effects of 1t. 

This ſeemes to be the caſe at preſent of that Nation to 
which we belong. It has pleaſed God to deprive us 
of a King whoſe eminent Endowments gave him a jult 
right toall thoſe titles which are uſually given either of 


courſe or out of compliment to other Princes. He 
might 
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might be truly ſtiled, as he was indeed, the Father of 
his Country, and the Nurling Father of the Church 
amonglt us, and (which was his Antient and peculiar 
title) the Defender of the true Faith , and the 
Protector of all thoſe that were perſecuted for it. 
Whole Clemency , Juſtice. Wildom, and all other 
Vertues and Qualifications neceſſary ina Prince, were 
ſufficient to have procured him the loveand veneration 
of the moit ſavage and barbarous Nations, and which 
were julitly admired by all rhofe Fc "rretigners th: at ever 
had the Happinefſe to cConverle with hun , and who 
underi{tood how to ſetta right value upon thoſe Divine 
Perfections that shined molt conſpicuoutly in him, and 
which were not to be paraliel'd by any other Prince i in 
the whole world, 1o that 1t might truly be faid 1n rela- 
tion to him, what T Hiram Rang of Tyre ſaid of Solo- 
mon, becauſe the Lord loved his People , he made him 
King over them : and then the natural conſequence 
that can be drawn from the lofſe of ſuch a Prince will 
be this, that becauſe God was angry with his people, 
therefore he hath taken him aw ay from them: whichis 
thrcatend | by God, and 1salwates verified either in the 
violent or 1mmature death of all Princes in general, and 
much more in the death of a good Prince: for fi G2. 
muel tells the People of [frael, "that if they did wicked- 
ly they Should not only be deſtroyed themſelves, but 
God would deſtroy , and take away their King for their 
ſakes. 
cremie, the Anointed of the Lord, is taken in their nets, 
or, as the SCPtuagit renderit, 7s taker away for our ſins. 
So thar it 1s plain: God is many times provoakt to de- 
prive a Nation of a good King for the mT = 
1s 


And 7he Breath of onr noſtrills , ſaid the Prophet 4 
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his People , who do not deſerve any longer to en- 
joy the Benefits of his happy Government. And 
whether we have not deſerved ſuch a deprivation 
will not be hard to judge, 1t we reflect upon the time 
paſt, and confider how unthankfully we have abuſed 

our proſperity and all thote bl ellings which the Nation 
has enjoyed ever tince the happy Reſtoration of our late 
Soveraign of bleſſed memorie: and above all how his 
orcateſt and moit unwearted Endevours to preſerve the 
juſt Rights and Liberties of his Subjects, and to main- 
taine the Religion by Law eſtab] ish'd have bin aſpers'd 


with oroundlcfſc jcaloufies and ſulpicions of Popery 


anc arbitrary Government. And would 1t not be jutt 
with God to deprive us with our King of all thoſe bleſ- 
{ings,and of that Government which have bin ſo shame- 
fully abuted and traduced by us. Certainly it things 
fall out otherwiſe, it is more than we deſerve or can cx- 
pect, eſpecially when we confider the endevours that 
have bin us'd to exclude the lawful Heir, our preſent 
Soveraign, from that Right to the Succeilion which 
God and Nature had given him; who 1s now ſcated 1n 
the Throne in ſpite of his and the Kingdom's enenues , 
and who has it in his power (1t his approved and his in- 
ſupcrable Goodneſle and Generolity would give him 
leave) to reſent and rev enge the Wrongs that havebin 
don him. 

All theſe conſiderations may be ſuthcient toletus ſce 
what reaſon vve have to be aftected vvith a deep ſenſe of 
our inc{timable loſlſe, and of our ingratitude and other 
ſins yvhich may have occation'd it, and hkevviſe of 


: $19.1: Our Duty for the time to come. When Saul vvas ſlain 
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yyho vyas none of the beſt Princes, David and the men 
that 


Dn I IT EI 


chat were with him mourned and wept and faſted until 
even, and he compoſed a Lamentation over Saul, and 
commanded that the children of If{rael should be taught 
it under the title of the Bow. And when King Jotiah 
was flain, who was a good Prince, it 15faid , AU Zu- 
dah and Jeruſalem monrned for Foſiah : and the Prophet e- 
remie lamented for him, and all the ſinging men and ſinzing 
women ſpake of foſiah in their lamentations to this day, and 
made them an Ordinance for ever. ME C9 4 

Tears and ſorrow and lamentation are a tribute ta the 
law of Nature, and the Cuſtome of all Nations ſeem 
to exact for the death of our Friends, and Relations , 
and Beneftactours, and then much more for the death 
of Kings , eſpecially of good Kings, whoare our ci- 
v1] Parents, and to whole protection under God, we 
ow our lives, liberties, and our well-beeing : and it 
can hardly be ſuppoſed that they can have any true af- 
tection for his preſent Majeſty , who are unconcernd 
for the Death of our late Soveraigne, and who do not 
give ſome demonſtrations of their grief by the uſual and 
folemne expreilions of it. 

We cannot better expreſle the ſenſe we have of our 
ingratitude for the bleſlings we enjoyed under the Go- 
vernment of the late King , than by showing ourſelves 
more thankful and more dutyful in our carriage to- 
wards this; which that we may be the better enabled to 
do, 1s the principal deſigne of the words that I have 
made choice of upon this occaſion , which repreſent to 
us the high dignity, and yet mortal condition of Kings, 
and the duty of Subjects rowards them, 1 have ſard ye 
are Gods, and all of you children of the moſt Hizh: but ye 
Shall die like men , and fall like one of the Princes, CA- 
: C 


riſe 
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riſe 0 God , judge the _ , thou shalt inherit all Nas 
7107S. 

In the words may. be obſcrved three general parts. 

I. Here 1s the character given to Kings by the Holy 
Ghoſt, 71have ſaid ye are Gods. 

H. Hereits th e frailty of their condition, that they 
are no more exempted from the lawes of death and mor- 
tality then other men. 

Il. Here 1s the duty of Subjects to their Princes 1 in 
praying for them, implied 1n Thin laſt verſe, Arie 9 
God , judge the earth , for thou 5hall inherit all Nations, 

HF he firſt ting obſery able 1n the words, is the cha- 

racter given to Rn gs and other ſupreme Powers by the 
Holy Ghoſt which 1s charof Gods: - EA implies or 
denotes three things. The Ortgina!. The high 
Dignity and Sacredneſſe of their Ottice. And 3. the Be- 
Ni of their Government. 

Kings are call'd Gods in reſpect of the Original 
of their Power, which is from God. This appears both 
from the expreſſe teſtimony of Scripture, and the ac- 
count which 1s there given of the original of all Govern- 
ment, that it was immediately from God and Nature, 
and that for-the forme, it was Monarchical. 

I. Ir 1s plaine from the expreſle teſtimony of Scrip- 
ture both of the Old and New Teſtament , that the 
Power of Kings is originally from God: By me Kings 
raigne, aids God himſelf by the mouth of the w iſeſt 
King , and Princes decree juſtice, Prov. 8:15. And the 
Apoſtle St. Paul ſpeaking of the higher Powers, and 
theſe Powers in thoſe dayes were Kings or ſingle Per. 
ſons, faids, There is no Power but of God, and the Powers 
that are, are ordained of God and to reſiſt the Power 15 t0 re- 


if 


(7) 
fff the or dinance of God, Rom. 12: 1. Indeed the Apoſtle 
Sr. Peter ſeemcs to contradict this, when he catis the 1 7c. 2: 
Power of Magittrates a humane ordinance , $1bz71tt your "0 
ſelves 19 every 07dlitance of nan for tHe TONNE ORE} but w K 70x ane 
1s to be undettood ONiY 1N TC ſpect of the Subject Pann 
wherein this Power 1s lodg'd, which 15 man, bc cane : to d NY 
It 1s excrciued by man , but notinreſpect of the original £1 __ 
or the fountain of it, which is God only : and til Ks ilt- 
further appear. 11s hy- 
II. From the account pes the Scripture p cives of al, 
the original and firft form of 04 GOVErnment WICH 0 
Was rhac of Kings , and thar it was fromGod. In th | Hal x is 
very beginning of the world, as Bf nes 45 there were men Ras foe 
init, there was 4 power exerciſed by Fathers over i heir Þ ia 
children, and an obedicnce and fubjcction due from E ——_ 
children towards their Parcnts, and tins power which Fomini- 
Parents naturally had over cheir ch:ldrcn extcnded to bus = 
life and death ; and was the fame which the Magiſtrate nes cxcr- 
now excrciſerh over his Subjects , as appears by rhat <0, 
Jaw given to the Sons of Noah, Geref. 6: 9. TWhoſe shed- Rs 
deth mans blood by 9142 shall his blood be shed : which [ynec- * CCIEU 
dochically includes all the other parts of the regal Po- LEH = 
wer according to that of the Apoſtle , where he ſaids 2 
that the Magiſtrate beareth not the ſword in vaine. ' his $ _ Z 
ower which was firſt confind to fingle families, and 24: & 
to the fathers of each family came by degrecs afrer- cu 
wards to be enlarged over many families , " atied at laſt qua pa” 
over Citics and whole Nations, either by the right of -<=r_ 
Primogentture and inheritance, or as the head of cach he 7 
family plcaſd to diſpoſe of his Dominions to one or 7/7 *4 
more of his children, or for want of children to others, / 2 
or by the immediate appointment of God: and in pro- 
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8 
ceſſe of time by the os "7 cont where the warre 
was juſt; whichare the only wayes approved of by God 
whereby power or domimon over others has bin preter- 
ved; orcan be legally acquired 1n the world. 

After the Flood we know Noah was the Supreme 
Lord and Governour of the whole World, which he 
divided anong his three Sons, Sem, Hamand Jiphet, 
and the poſterity of each of theſe which muſt have bin 
very numerous , while they themſclves were livcing , 
ſeeing they lived ſeveral hundreds of years, were of ne- 
cellity and by the law of naturefſubject to the heads of 
their families, and when theſe dicd they divided that 
part of the world which had bin given them by their fa= 
ther among as many of their ſons and grandſons as the 
thought fir; and theſe again did the like totheir chul- 
dren; hence 1t came to paſſe thatin the land of Canaan 
which was poſſcis'd by the poſterity of Ham, tho it be- 
long'd by the right of inheritance to thoſe of Sem , each 
City was governd by a particular Monarch , and the 
ſame was don in thoſe other parts of the worid , which 
remaind to Sem and Japhet , when they died they divi- 
ded their Dominions among as many of their children as 
they thought fit,allotting uſually the greatcſt Share with 
the Prieſthood to the firſt born , except there was ſome 
extraordinary reaſon for doing otherwiſe, which was 
likewiſe preached by their Succeſſours : ſo that the peo- 
ple had nothing to ſay for many ages 1n the choice of 
their rulers , but they were to be content and to reſt fari{- 
fied in thoſe whom God and the rightof Succeſlion , or 
the will of the preſent Governour had or should ſett over 
them: and when this order which had but eſtablishd 


by God from the beginning , was broaken and Subjects 
began 
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began to rebel againſt BE Princes and Supericurs, 
then the confuſions that followed male way for the 1n- 
troduceing of tyranny, and of all the ſeveral formes of 
Goverament, diltin<t from ionarciy, thattiicreare 
in the worl.1: there buing hardly any Commonweaith 
NOV, 7p DC1ig Or CVET WAS, (CXCEPT Where the Prince has 

art With his right, or WiICre tie Government bas de- 
volved upon the Deaple for want of a Succeſſour) which 
has not bin founded 1n rebellion and buile upon the rui- 
ncs of Monarch and therefore whatever power the 
| people any where exerciſe under any form of Govern- | 
| ment (exce} It 1n the caſes above mention'd) in the de- | 
ſionation and choice of their ſupreme Magiſtrate, has 
bin 1cquired merely by violence and uſurpation. 

And agreeable to the Scripture 1s the account which 
has bin given by Heathen Writers of the firſt forme of 
Government, which al 1nanmonſly agree to have bin that (4) 
of Kings. Omnes antique gentes Regibus guond am paruerunt , oy wg 
faies Cicero: All nations of old times were ſubject ro (5) 
Kings , and ſo fates Halicarnaſſeus of all the Cities Tra | 
of Grece , that they were antiently under Kings, 'p | 
and ſo ſay Juſtin , Tacitus and all thar ever writt | 
of the original of any pcople , and of their Govern- 
ment. Indeed (a) Ciccro and (6) Juſtin pretend , | 
and others have taken 1t upon their bare word , that m 
this kind of Government owes 1ts original to the peo- uh 
ple's choice : Lnod gens Imperit (fales Cicero) ad homi- 
nes juſtiſſmmos & > ſapientiſſ 7205 deferebatur : that 1t was con- | | 
ferred upon thoſe who were obſerved to be the moſt juſt | 
and wiſe among the people: Et ſpectata inter bones modes | 
ratio Caies Juſtin) Reges ad hoc faſtioium HMajeſtatis prove- | 
bebat, an approved mcderation and diſcretion was that 
V3 which p 
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10) 
which raiſed Kings to their height of Majeſty. But 
this a mere ſuppolition without any manner of proof, 
nor 1s 1t capable of any unleile it be borrowed from 
Ovids Metamorphoſis, and thatit can be proved there 
has ever bina people who have had no Parerits, but ei- 
ther ſprung out of the ground, like thoſe who came 
from the blood of the G1ants, or the reeth of the Dra- 
gon , and theſe indeed might be all Levecllers or fifth 
Monarchy men naturally : orelfe that the firſt founders 
of all nations dropt down from heaven immediatly and 
ſo formed themſelves into a Society , and pitcht upon 
kingly Government, as ſuppoſcing it the beſt and fit- 
teſt to attain the ends they propoſed to themſelves by 
it. But 1t 1s not very ſtrange that they Should all light 
upon one and the ſame form of Government, and that 
this form should be Monarchical ? Beſides, if all power 
were originally in the people, and that naturally they 
areat liberty to chuſe their own form of Government, 
1s 1t not very ſtrange they should not be fenſtble of it ? 
Was ever any principle of nature ſo univerſally depra- 
vedand obliterated out of mens minds that they Should 
never take notice of ſucha thing, whichis ſo much (as 
is pretended) their intereſt ? except only at ſuch times 
when it 15 buzz'd into their heads by ambitious and de- 
ſigning men, who cole the ſenſeleſſe multitude into 
a fooles Paradiſe, by telling them ſtrange ſtories and 
chimera's of power and liberty , till they have gott their 
turnes ſerved by them, and then all the reward of theſe 
poor Drudges ar laſt, 1s to be condemn'd to the baſeſt 

ſervitude under the worſt of Tyrants. 
Burt the conſequences of ſuch a ſuppoſition arc ſuffi- 
cient toshow the folly and unrcaſonableneſle of it. a 
| : tne 
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the people wereat OR fo alter the Government they 
I'veunder at their pleaſure (for it 1s certain there will 
never want a fufhcient cauſe if they mult be the judges) 
what a blefled world should we have ? Jult as it was 
when the Government was {ubverted upon the yery fa- 
me principles in the time of the late rebellion , when 
every Shopkeeper ſett up for a Polititian, and thought 
himſelt wife enough to reform the Church, and to go- 
vern the Kingdom. This 1s one of Solomons grievous 
evils and not to be born , and for which the earthis dif- 
quuieted, for aſervant when he raigneth , Prov. 30: 22, 
or when ſervants are ſcen upon horſes, and Princes 
walking as ſervants upon the earth , Ecelef. 10:7. Bur I 
have proved out of the Holy Scripture beyond all rea- 
{onable contradiction, that there never was , no nor 
could be any ſuch thing as a free people 1n nature, or a 
people that were naturally at liberty to chooſe their own 
Government: but that they had a Government 1mpo- 
ſed upon them by God, and that this Government was 
firſt paternal, and then regal or Monarchical. And if 
you delire to be yet more fully ſatisfied concerning the 
blelied original of that form of Government ( which 


ſome people are ſo mad after,, and which they deſerve 


to be plagued with for their ingratitude) call'd a Com- }. 


monwealth, Solomon (who knew as well the firſt be- 
ginnings of all Government, as Junius Brutus , Plato 
redivivus, and others of the ſame tribe) will inform 
you. For the iniquity of a land, ſaids that wiſe King , 
many are the Princes thereof. It 18 for the ſins of a people 


when God deprives them of their Government by a fin-2 4: cr: 


gle perſon , and ſetts up many to rule oyer them, 
Prov. 258: 2. 
But 


41 4 
{/ cobg But tho kingly Government be the moſt antient 
d- . . o . » 
mas Form, and was inſtituted by God himſelf, yet this is 


dandi not intended to prejudice or condemne all other formes 


« © ora that are now eſtablishd in the world : tho God may ap- 


perii po- prove of ſuch changes after they have bin brought to 


« 1 ppt a ſettlement and pertection, yet that will not excuſe 
Deo. Ile thoſe who were the firſt authours and promoters of 
unus Ye- them. Inall formes of Government there is a ſupreme 


rus Deus: ; ; Z : 
quines Authority, which Authority is derived from God alone, 


jdicio and in that refpect 1s the ordinance of God, and exacts 
© 1. anobcdicnce, from all thatare under it, and if it abu- 
_ g<- ſes 1ts power, 1s accountable only to God, and there- 
©-atly fore they that re{iſt the Power reliſt God, or the ordi- 
yclir & nance of God , and they that re{i{t Shall reccive to them- 


mn ſelves damnation. And to all theſe ſupreme Powers as 


voluir well as to Kings, (tho to theſe laſt ajrcr a more emi- 


Roma- nent manner, and among theſe to the evil as well as 
n1s Reg- 


mum de- to the good , to Heathens as well as Chriſtians) it may 
py be ſaid ,. Te are Gods. And if God himſelf be pleas'd to 
ſay , They are Gods , and all of them children of the moſt 


ſyrus , 4 
_ "nag Hizh, (which 1s their patent under the great ſeal of 
rhe Mz. Heaven) whar do we think? Isit not blaſphemy and 
ro, ipſe a contradiction to ſay, T hey are the creatures and off- 


0M . ſpring of the people ? The inference or uſe that I deſigne 
qui Au- to draw from this doctrine 1s this , thatas they who con- 
54 tend thar all power 1s derived from the People, would 
Neroni , Conclude from thence, that the people may call their 


qui Vil Governours to an account,or remove them at their plea- 


pallano . 

_ vari, furez or alter the form of Government it ſelf, ſo by the 

vel ilio fame way of argucing, if thepower of Kings and orher 
UaVli- 

mis Im- {up reme 
cratort- | | 

bavs , iptc & Doraitiano crudelifſio, & ne per fi.,qulos ire necefle fit, qui Conſtanting 


Chriſtiaze , ipſe Apoſtarz Juliano , &Cc. 4#gruſtin, de Cruit. Det , lib. 5. cap. 21. 


13) Al, 

ſupreme Magiſtrates be trom God, as undoubtabte it 
is, thenitis God only, whoſe Minitters they are, that 
can call them to an account, and punish them for the 
neglect of their duty , which will further more clearl 
appear in the ſecond thing implied in the character here 

vento Rings, which is the high Dignity and Sacred- ; 
neſle of their Othce. ' 

2. As theditterent degrees & qualities of men which 

there are in the world, whereby one man is reputed more 
honourable than another, and which commands an aw 
and a reſpect from their 1ntcriours , procced cither from 
names and titles of honour, conferrd by the favour of 
the Prince, whois the fountain of 1onour, or elſe deri- 
ved to them from the dignity of their birih: ſo God 1s 
pleas'd to ſignify the ſupreme honour and dignity 
which belongs to Kings and the molt profound reſpect 
and deference whici 1s to be paid to them, by giveing 
them his own name, and owning them for his ſons, 1n 
a higher degree and upon a more noble account of 
power and dominion than other mortals, in which ref- 
pect they may be ſaid to be ina larger and a more hum- 
ble , what 1s ſpoaken of the natural Son of God ina ſtrict e.:: ;: 
and more lofry ſenſe , the brightneſſe of the gtorie of God , and j 
the expreſſe image of his Perſon. All the wit of men & An- - f 
gels could never have found out ſo fit a title to expreſle is 
the excellency of dignity and the excellency of power, which was | 
formerly the Prerogative of the firſt borne, and is now | 
the Prerogative of Kings, & to command the higheſt 
| awand reverence which is due to their perſons, than 
that of Gods , nor durſt any mortal have bin ſo bold as 
to have conferrd it upon them , if God himſelf had | 
not. Hence 1t 1s that God has declared their Perſons - 
7 'D B | 
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I 
be ſacred & inviolable, & when we ſpeak of them we 
are taught to ſay , his ſacred Majeſty, which 1s a 1tle 
£12 belongs to them by vertue of their Oijnce & Com- 
million: & he has built a hedge 1bout them, & has threa- 
tend, as he once did inrelation to the holy mount, that 

vhocver touches them $sha!l die. And this fear, and 
aw , & reverence whicin the [K1ngs of King would have 
to be paid his Vice-gerents by inferiour 'mortals » 18 
intended to lay a reſtraint not only upon mens outward 
Actions, buchkewie upon their words, & upon their 
1. moſt ſecret thoughts. (a) 7 ow not mine anointed (laies 
God) e&> do my Prophe is 10 harm , > (Þ) thou shall not revile 
the Gods nor ſpeake evil of the Ruler oak And(c) curſe 
not the King no not in thythougt. Andall this roo; men of 
God inall ages have thought it their duty re ligrouſly to 
obſerve, w Hem they have] had the greateſt provocations 
& the moſt plauſible pretences to act otherwiſe. If it had 
bin lawful upon any pretence what ſoever for ſubjects to 
lift up their hands againſt their lawful ſoveraignes , Da- 
vid of all men that ever lived had the faireſt plea for it. 
He had often ventured his life in the ſervice of his Prin- 
ce & Country : he had fought ſeverall battles with the 
greateſt ſucceſle, when the; glory of the Victory had bin 
owing to his ſingle courage» & conduct, & when his on- 
Iy crime was, that the people were ſenſible of his merits, 
& {ung 1n their dances, Sal hath ſlain his thouſands , & Da- 
vid his ten thouſands. For this he falls from his Princes 
favour, & no means or endeayours left unattempted to 
take away his life. And then ad to all theſe provoca- 
tions that he was anointed King himſelf, & ſo might 
ſeem to bediſcharged from any bonds of duty or alle- 
glance, Nay further providence it ſelf ſeemed to m—_ 
Te 
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the lawfullneſſe of is , and reſiſtance by 
g1veing him ſeveral OPOr runitics at once of treeing him- 
{elf from his enemy and otaſcending the throne, which 
wereall ſo many temptations of Gods ſending on purpo- 
ſe to exerciſe and make glorious the vertues of Jus fcr- 
vant, and to recommend him to all poſterity to the end 
of the world as an cxample of the moſt invincible pa- 

cience, fubmiilion, & loyalty to his lawtull ( tho an 
unthanktul & wicked ) Prince: as appears by his beha- 
viour under all the above mentiond circumitances. He 
docs but cut of the skirt of Sauls garment & his heart 
preſently ſmites him for it. And w hei the men that we- 
re with him would haye had him to have killd Saul, he 
condemnes the motion as utterly unlawful & tells 


I Sa18. 
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them, The Lord forbid that I should do this thing unto my 1 Sim: 


O 
maſter the Lords anomicd 1o ſtretch forth mine hand again 


him eetng he is the Lords anointed. And at another time 
when S: aul and thoſe that were with him were fallen into 

a dead 1leep from the Lord, and Abishat defired Da- 
vida permiſſion to ſmite him with his ſpear , that he 
would not need to make a ſecond thruſt at him : David 
ſtrictly commands him not to do it , Deſtroy him ot , 
or who can ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lords anointed &5 


be zniltleſſe: and then he calls to Abner Sauls General, and . 


upbraids him for his negligence that he d1d not take mo- 
re carc of his maſter. And what did the Amalckite gett 
for his news that he was the man who had ſlain Saul ? 
After David had teſtified his grief & his abhorrence of 
the fait, commands the meſſenger to be put to death, 
becauſe his own month had teſtified againſt him , ſaying I have 
ſlain the Lords anointed. 
And what was thus taught and practiced ——”- 
D 2 the 
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(16) 
the reverence due to Kings, & theunlawfulneſle of of. 
fering any violence to their perſons, in the Old Teſta- 
ment, has bin likewiſe taught and practiced by our Sa- 
viour and lus Apoſtles in the New , and by the Church 
[+ of Chriſt for * 600. years at leaſt fucceſlively without 
>: any diſſent or interruptions. Render unto Ceſar ( ſaies 
[-4.3. our Saviour) rhe things that are Ceſars: & when he could 
fr: 15+ have commanded more than 12. Legions of Angcls to 
have come to his reſcue , 1t he had thought reſiſtance 
lawful, he patiently ſubmits, and acknowledges thar 
Fer.19. Pilate thoa heathen had his power from God. What 
need I tell you of the 'T heban Legion ſo renowned in the 
Hiſtory of the Church, under Maximianus the Empc- 
rour, whoſufterd themſelves every man of them to be 
cut in pieces, rather thanto ſacrifice to Idols? None of 
them offering,in that great adyantage which they had of 
number, ſo muchas to lifrup his hand , except it was 
in prayer to God, and allthis (it1s ſaid ) they did ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of Saint Paul : and for the car- 
riage of the Chriſtians under the Apoſtate Julian , 
who ſtudied all the wayes imaginable to extirpate 
Chriſtianity out of the world , tho his Armie confiſted 
moſt of Chriſtians, yet they had armes for him , but 
none againſt him, and who by their Prayers & tears: 
( the only armes allowed a Chriſtian in ſuch ca- 
ſes) diverted many of his damnable counſels & de- 
f1gnes. 

The Chriſtians of thoſe times had not yet learnt 
to fight for their Religion , or to enter into Co- 
venants and Aſſociations for the defence of it , or 
rather under the pretence of Religion to gratity their 


revenge , covetouſneſſe , or ambition. 'They were 
| the 


I 
the (a) Bishops of Rome that firſt taught ſubje&s (+) Nos 


| ks San*to- 
to rebel againit their Princes. And from them (6) 
others who profeile to be of another Communion ?rxe- 


1 Cul orum 


have taken up the ſame doctrine and practices , and 


it ES a | Gp 
or would not take care of his Church without their 5c:.. 
wickedneſle , who think it (c) /awfal and meritorious mento 


zo do evil that good may come of it , whoſe damnation is —— 
juſt. How far ſuch pertons arc irom being Saints, (and Apoſto- 
yet they would be thought toe the only Saints) what 159. 
hath bin already ſaid may be {uiticient to ſatisfy any Con- 4 jura- 
ſidering perſon ; and will further appear from what the {7 
Apoltles every where inculcate concerning the Duty we vimus , 
ow to Kings and other ſupreme Powers, that 1t 15 not Se 
only unlawfultorelilt, and that for conſ{ciences ſake as IK g Fe 
well as for wrath or for fear of punishment, but that 1t S 9. 
i1snot lawful to ſpeak evil of them; and 1t 15 made the 7 
character of (4) thoſe whoſe jndgement of a long time lingreth prev! 
not,and whoſe damnation ſ/1;mvreth not, that they are preſump- URS 
znous, (c) ſelf willed, and are not afraid to fpeat evil of Dignittes: (nquat) 


, 11 
whereas _Anzels that are areater 1# power and might bring COD 
not a railing accuſation agaii:ft them before ihe Lord. Nay Mi- nc ipli 

: chael! q\tamdiu 

CXCOM| 

> Mu:11C2- 
eus eſt ſcrviant prohibeto: £7 in Decret1!, de Frereticgs, £45, 16, Abſolutos fe noverint 
2 d-bito Adeliratis Domini & totius obfequit quicunque laps miniteſte in hoavetia alt- 
quo pacto quacungqu? f11 mirate vallarto ten COANTUT ovitrictl. of rhe ejjects of this Gctrine 
#72 41e1Ceyelton rats'd ag jt Henry IV, and his dopoſerron and 107; T ſau nrent "y ths 
Sor , at the inf loation of Pope Greo. VII. Urban 1. and Pf chal 17. le 82 Account whe Hadr, 
Sarav. de Imper. Auth. lib. 3. cap. 42. &C- Balzus in vit. Greg. VII. &c. (6 ) Vid. Ju- 
dicium & Decr<tum Univer[. Oxon. Julit 21. 1683. contra quot.iam pernictotos Iiþros 


& Propolitiones unpias > &c (<) Rom 3:8 (4) Rom,13, (&) 1 Pet. 2. 
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(18) 
chael the Archangel wonld not bring a railins accuſation a- 
gainſt the Devil, but 0:tly ſaid, the Lord rebuke thee, be- 
cauſe he had once bina fpirir ofa ſuperiour vrder. From 
all which my deligne 1s to pt Meile you with ſuch dutiful 
and awful apprenentions of Kings, and eſpecially of 
Him whoſe natural born ſubjects you are, 1045 not to 
ſpeake, or fo much as tothink, and then much leffe 
co act any evil again! il him, which the very title that 
God beſtowes on them in the words does imply and re- 
quit of you. 

The third and laſt thing implied in the character 
of Gods here given to Kings by the Holy Ghoſt, 1s the 
benefits of their Government. 

As1in God weliveand moyeand have our becing, fo 
next under God we ow the fſatety and _ ation of 
our hives, our berries , our eſtates, and all the bleſlings 
we enjoy , together with the free exerciſe of our Reli- 
gion to the protection and good Government of wiſe 
and religious Princes. Upon which account motl of 
the titles phat arc given to Kings by the Holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture are raken from their Great alulncflc to the 

ublick. They are call'd the breath of our noſtrils, to de- 


note the neceſlar y dependance which the w elfare of the 


Subjects has upon their ſatety and preſervation. The 
phraſe 1s borrowed from Gere/. 2: 7. where God when he 
created man 1s {21d to have breath'd into his noſtrils the 
breath of life , anc ſo man became a hiveing foul ; which 

cxpreſlion as it denotes the original of their power that 
it is from God, ſolikewife the benefits of their Govern- 
ment, that as the natural body without the ſoul and ſpi- 
Tit 1S dead, ſo the body politick without the Prince 


who 1s the civil head is dead allo. The head being the 
foun- 


I9 

fountaine of life, and of all the operations of the ſoul, 

and communicates life and vigour through the whole 
body, and to every member of it. 4 he: 1s another 
tranilation which renders the phraſe 1ni iread of ſpirits 
247114 the breath of our noſtrils, [/1men faciei the light 
of our countenance which 1s of the ſame importance 
with the tormer, and intimates to us, that as the ſun 
and other celettial bodies by their I1ghtand gentle in- 
fluences 1m PregnatC theearth, and revive the drooping 
face of nature, after their wintcrs abſence at the re- 
turn and revolution of the year and ſpring; ſo the 
Prince like the Sun in the firmament of his wiory diffu- 
ſcs the enlivening beames of his majelty, to all thoſe 
who are under the influences of his Government: as the 
Pſalmiſt expreſſes the dependance of the creatures UPON 
God, Thou hidet away thy face, they are troubled, thou 
zakeſt away their breath, the 'y die, and return to has duſt. 

For the ſame reaſon kewl of the great uſefulneile 
and neceility of Kings and ſupreme Govotmad tO Pre- 

ſerve the peacc and welfare of their people, they are 
calld, the shiclds, the barres, the foundations , and the 
healers of aland, as without whom 1t 1s 1mpotlible any 
nation could be ſupported or preſerved from certaine 5 
ruine and deſtruction either by torreigne invaſions or in- 
teſtine commotions. And therefore it was no comple- ; 
ment which the men of David paſt upon him , when ”- 
they told him , Thou art worth ten thouſand of us, 1n rel- 
pect of the loſſe which the Kingdom was like to ſuffer 1f 
he was taken away. And when he was 1n danger of lo- 
ſeing his life by one of the Sons of the Giant, and was 
reſcued by Abishat his Siſters Son, AU the men of Da- 


wideome to him, and ſwear to him, ſaying, Thou shalt no 
more 
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more 20 ont with us to battle, tl thou quench not the lizht of 
Iſracl. 

INorare we to think that all theſe appellations belong 
Oniy © good Kings, tho to thoſe 1n a more efpecial 
mazacr, buteven to the worlt that ever raigned , if we 
compare the benefits of a bad Government, with the 
mileries of anarchy and confulion; of which the ſtare 
of Rome under Nero, and unmedaately after his death, 
15 4n example beyond all exception, there being more 
blood of the citizens fpilt in a tew months after Nero 
was kilPd, than there had bin 1n all the fourteen years 
of hisraigne. And therefore there cannot a more dread- 
+Rcge ful judgment bctal a people than to be left F without a 
eo, Head, tho, he be never fo wicked or cruel; and for 
0:azibus EVELY ONE to be at liberty to do that which 1s right 11 
Pe his owneyes : for taen the weak will certainly become 
pereti- A Prey totne {trong, and inſtead of one Tyrant, there 
_ will beathouſfand : which was ſometimes the unhappy 
Ger. Condition of the Jewish Commonwealth, as 1s obler- 
ved 744. 17: 6. and in other places of that book. 1» 759/ſe 
dayes there was no Kinz in Iſrael, and every one did that which 
4s right in his own eyes. And fol proceed to the ſecond 
thing to be confider'd in the words, viz. the frail con- 
dition of Kings, notwithſtanding all their great Prero- 
gatives above other men, they are ſubject to the fame 
common lawes of death and mortality with the reſt of 
mankind. 7 have ſaid ye are Gods , and all of you children 
of the moſt High, but ye shall die like men, and fall like one 

of the Princes. 
IT. Tho Kings are Gods, yet they are but mortal 
Gods: they arecalld fo in reſpect of their Office, and 
not of their nature, which is the ſame with other mens, 
CONI- 
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compounded of the fn perishable materials, and as 
Lable to the {troake of death as the meaneſt of their ſub- 
jects, andin ſome reſpects may be ſaid to be more mor- 
tal. They have moreenemies, and are expoſed to grea- 
rer dangers than private perſons. The Hiltories of all 
nations abound with examplcs of Princes who have loſt 
their lives cither in forreigne warres or by the treachery 
of their own ſubjects. 

In the Sacred Story how many of the Kings of Ifracl 
and Judah do we read of that diced a violent death FR 
Saul , Ahab , Joram , Ahaziah , Amaziali, Joſiah, 
and many others , and among tholc ſome that were ex- 
ccllent Princes, as the two laſt mention'd, 1tuci as in 
the ſtile of the Holy Ghoſt, did that which was right 
in the {1ght of the Lord, and yet as David ſpeakes in re- 
lation to Saul, without te admiration at the wondcr- 
ful providence of God in ſuffering ſuch things to hap- 
pen, all theſe fell by the ſword, as /f they had not bia Dr. atee- 
anointed with oyle. | - 

In the Roman Hiſtory it 1s to obſerved that of the 57... 
fourty Emperours between Julius Czxſar and Conltan- 77 *9: 
tine the Great there were but ten that died in their beads, 
and of theſe that did, not one but was endanger'd by 
more then one conſpiracy: And the ſame might be ob- 77. 7z- 
ſerved, tho perhaps not 1n ſo great a proportion , from ©,” **: 
the Hiſtories of our own and other nations, of which 
we have a ſad inſtance, yet fresh in the memories of 
 ſomeof you who now hear me, I mean the Murder of 
that incomparable Prince King Charles the Martyr , 
of glorious and immortal memory. 

But tho Princes may ſometimes eſcape a violent yet 
they muſt certainly yeeld art laſt to a natural death. 
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Whats become of all thoſe meV Monarchs of the Af. 
ſyrian , the Periian, thc Grecian, and Roman Empi- 
res, they who ſubducd nations, and obtained the name 
of great and Conquerours, and made the inhabitants of 
the earth tremble for the fear of them. All their glory, 
and their numerous armies were not able to ſecure thein 
from the ſtroak of death. 

But what need we go any further for an example that 
Kings are mortal , than the death of our late molt gra- 
ious Soveraigne of bleſſed memory. If power, if 
greatneſſe, nay if goodneſle it (elf, orif the love and 
the | goal of his Tubjects could have preſerved =_ 
alive, we had ſtill enjoyed the benefits of his happ 
raign over us, but we did not know how to value A 64 
bletling of haveing ſuch an cxccllent Prince, and there- 
fore 1t was but fit and j ult for God to deprive us of him. 
When death comes he makes no diſtinction of the great 
or of the mean, of the honourable or of the vile, of 
good Princes orof T yrants, but Crownes and Sceptres 
mult give way as well as the ſpade and mattock , and be 
all cumbled together in one common heap. For the; y eve 
all taken out of ihe ſame earth, and duſt they are, and unto 


auſt they Shall return. 
But this is fo plaina truth confirm'd by the univerſal 


experience of all Nations that Kings mult die like other 
men, that none can make any doubt of it, and there- 
fore it may ſeem needleſſe to inliſt or to put any extraor- 
dinary remark upon 1t. Butit 1s not for nothing that 
the Hol Ghoſt in the words takes ſuch particular no- 
tice of it ; for tho nothing be more certain , nor can they 
be ignorant of 1t themſelves , that Kings and Princes 
moſt die, as wellas other men , yet they are apt to for- 


get 
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vetit, and have more need to be put in mind of it than 
others. The glories of their ſtate, the adorations which 
are paid chem, , the humble iddrefſes and ſupplications 
that are made tothem, their great and unaccountable 
power : and the fatteries of thoſe that are continually 7 $ 
about them, do comn nonly blow them up into a vain tc lf ie 4 
and foolish opimon of themſetives , rhat thc y begin to £ugle, 
think, they are ſomething more than ether men; and , Tom- 
ſome have bin ſo vain as to bcheve themiclves to bc ! a 
Gods indeed, and*} have command-d rhat divine tto- or 
nours should bo given them by t; acir luvjeets. Alcxa: I= 6. Sacer- 
der's great ſucceile and victories made him Come kim- M C8, 06 
ſelt , "and to diſown his true Father, but he muſt be cacti? S'” 
call'd the Son of Jupiter Hammon, and would rather 45 ho- 
bring a\{candal upon his Mother (whuch * she reſents in ; os : 
a letter to him ) than not have the reputation of being <<. 
deſcended from a God, and to be thought a God him- ,. take 
ſelf. Some ſuch lofty thoughts Nebuchadnezzar muſt »:-:4 
have had of himſelf, when he walkr in the Palace of /'*© 
the Kingdome of Babylon , and difcourſed thus to him- 
ſelf: -is _ this great Babylon that I have made for the houſe Dm. +: 
of the Kinzdome , by the might of my power , and for the ho- 3*: 
mour of My majeſty * And had not Herod the ſame extra- 
vagant opinion of himſelf, when he was arayed in his 
royal Apparcl, and was fate upon his Throne , and 
made an oration to the people, and they gave a shout, 
ſaying, 1t is the voice of a God and not of aman. And did A. 123 
not the event show that he was well pleas'd with the ac- © 
clamation , for immediately the Angel of the --arFY 
ſmote him, becanſe he gave not God the glory, and he was 
eaten up of WOormes. 

T here are innumerable examples of the like nature to 
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be mett with in Hiſtory , which showes the great need 
that Princes have to be put in mind of their mortality , 
therefore it 1s recorded to the immortal praiſe of Philtp 
King of Macedon, who by being ſentible of his morta- 
lity Shewed himſelf a much wiſer man than his Son A- 
lexander in del:reing to be thought a a God, that he or- 
derd one to come every morning to his bed, and to call 
out to him three times , Philippe, homo es, Philip re- 
member thou art a man : and the Pſalmilt praycs to 
God to put the Heathen in mind that they may know 
themſelves to be but men. 

The con{ideration that Princes are mortal as well as 
other men will aftord ſeveral uſeful inferences 1n rela- 
tion to themſclves and others. 

In relation to themſelves , to ſtirre them up to 
abider whoſe Miniſters they are, and that tho they 
are, accountable to their ſubjects for their good or ill 
Government, yet they muſt give an account thereof to 
the great judge of the world. On the one hand they 
have the certaine expectation of the judgment of God 
to deterre them from doing any thing contrary to their 
duty or to the lawes of God ; for there is no reſpect of 
perions with God , but Kings as well as others muit ap- 
pear before the judgement ſcat of Chriſt, to give an ac- 
count of the things which they have dow: in 'the bod 
whether they be good, or whether they be evil; and if 
they have don 1ll, they shall no more be favour d than 
the meaneſt ſinner, but the greatneſle of their quality 
will expoſe them to a proportionable degree of punish- 
. ment, for mighty offenders, ſaies the wiſe Man , 5hall be 
mightily tormented : and T, ophet z5 ordained of old, {aies the 
Prophet , yea for the King it is prepared » he hath madcit 


aecp 


, 
deep and large, the pile thereof is fire and much wood, the 
breath of the Lord like a flream of oriſtoue Shall kindle it. 
And as the coni:;deration cf death and mortality ought 
toſtrikea terrour into evill Princes, fort atfords matter 
of joy and comfort to the ccod, for when iney dic they reſt Rev, 14: 
from thr labours, and ihr werks follow thei. "Then wall 53: 
all their cares , and their troubles , the plots and the 
conſpiracies winch have Þin carrying on again{t rhem 
while they were im the world, be at an end; and the 
good they have don, as 1t isof a more univerfall con- 
cern, than can come within the ſphere of private Per- 
ſons, ſoitshall be rewarded with a proportionable de- 
grce of Happineſle. 'I hey srallas farre cutshine others 
In giory hereafter, 2s they were piaccd above others 
in dignity here: and tho they are taken from a corruptt- 
ble and tranſitory crown, they snall receive an incor- 
ruptible crown in tie place thercof, a crown that fadcth 
notaway , cternal1n the heavens. 

2. The Conſideration that Kings are mortal may be 
of ute to other perſons of an inferiour quality. I. '1 ke 
death of Kings ought to pur us in mind of our own 
mortality , that if God ſpare not thoſe whom he is plea- 
ſed to honour with his own name, & whom he has de- 
Clared to be the ſons of the moſt High, & who enjoy fo 
many great Priviledges & Prerogarives above other 
men, how can we think he will ſpare us, who in com- 
pariſon of his Vicegerents may be ſaid to be wormes 
andnomen? Andit weare continually mindful of our 
latter end, then the conſequence will be , we 5hall never 
ao amiſſe. 

TI. From the frail & mortal Condition of Kings we 


may learn not to put oux truſt in any thing this world : 
3 can 
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can afford. All the beneli irs or adyantages we eNJOY Or 

can expect from them » Arc but for their lives at the lon- 
Ceit » W hich are of as short and uncertain a continuance 
25 other mens , and theretore the Pſlalmiſt exhorts us nor 
tO pur our ain Princes or inany child of man, for 
there isno help in them : and further, if Kings mult die, 
and leave all their Glory behind them w har: reaton can 
any man have to be fond or Proud of Is honours or his 
riches, or of any other carchly enjoyments and ſatisfac- 
tions, which he holds by no other title than only durcing 
the plefure of the Donour. For when the oreateit King 
dies, ( anddic he muitand how ſoon no body can wa 
heshall carry nothing away with him, his alory shall i101 d & Jeet 
after Þ17 1120 whites he 1 ved he vlejſed  binfe if, and ew 
wel! pleas'd 10 Pear ons k oc pe He shall go to the Centerati- 
072 of his f. 1thers , cf shall reve; / elizht. Man That is in honour 
__ 'nderſtandeth not , is like the hot iſts that perish. 

The confideration that Kings muſt dic as well 

AS be men, aftecas matter of comfort to thoſe who 
live under the Government of Tyrants and Perfecu- 
tours. Tho the plowers plow upon their backs and make long 
#rrowes, tho they arc not ſuf crd to enjoy the benefit of 
the law, or the free excrciſe of their Rel; gion, tho their 
caſe be the ſame with that of the primitive Saints, that 
they are forced to wander about in Sheep sltins, and goat 
Shins, being deſtitute , afflicted, tormented, wandering in 
deſerts, and in mountaines, and in dens and caves of the earth; 
yet this 1s not like to continue alway es. God will not 
ſuffer their perſecutours to raigne and triumph for 
ever, they muſt die and then all their malice and fury 
ceaſes; and then 1t will be their turn who were perſecu- 


ted for righteouſneſle ſake to, rejoyce, and the mo 
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Shall Iament ; and then $hall the Righteons be zlad when he 


feeth the wvenueance, he shal wash his feet in the blood of the 


wngoaly and then shal all men ſay, wer ily there isareward for 
the richtcous , doubileſſe there is a God that judeeth the 
earth. | 

HI. Iam now come to the laſt part of the words, 
which comprenen aus the duty of ſubjects to their Princes 
in praying tor them, 1mplyed in the laſt verſe, Ariſe 
0 God , judze the earth for thou shalt inherit all nations. 
In the for mer part of this Pſalm to the fourth verſe we 
tiad the Pſalmilt cenſureing the iaults of wicked Magi. 
itrates, and withail teaching them tliew duty and 
verl.5. heſeemes to deſpair of working an iy £00 hy 1 upon 
them , and therefore atter he had minded them of their 
mortaitty and that they muſt Shortly gv can account of 
their rule and Government to the juit Judge of the 
world, headdreſlics himicli toGod ni prayer, that he 
would: take the Government into his own hands, that 
he would rectify what 1s amiſle in it, that he would pre- 
{ide over all publick debates and nes , and that he 
would diſpoſe and turn the hearts of Kings and all that 
are in authority , as it Shal ſeem belt to his godly Wif- 
dom: and the reaſon of this prayer 15 given 1n the lattcr 
part of the verſe, becauſe to God properly belong all 
the Kingdomes of the carth, & that therefore we omg 
roaddrefle our ſelves to him , either to appoint only ſuch 
torule over his people as are after his own heart : and 
will ſcek his honour and glory , or that he would in his 

wn good time make them ſuch whoare otherwiſe. And 
that this 15 the Cuty of all ſubjects towards their Gover- 
nours whether they are Heathen or Chriſtian, whether 


good or bad, we are taught both by the Prophet and 


the 
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che Apoſtle. Zer. 29: 7. RE FE people of Ifracl were 
in Captivity under heathentsh Maiters in a forreigne 
country , they are commanded by God , Seek the peace of 
the C11y whether I have commanded you to becarried a WAY Cap 
tive, and pray unto the Lord for it, for in theplace thereof shall 
ne have peace. And 1 Tim. 2:1. 1exhort therefore (aies 
the Apoſtle ) hat firſt of all ſupplications, prayers , inter« 
erſſiozs , and giveing of thanks be made for all men , for Kinzs 
ard for all that are in authority, that we may lead a quict and a 
eaceable life in all god!ineſſe and honeſty. In the former in- 
ftance we ſee the Jewes are commanded to pray for thoſe 
that had carried them away captive , and in the latter 
the Chriſtians of thoſe dayes are exhorted to pray for 
tyrants, and perfecutours, for {uch were they whoat 
that time governed the Roman empire, from whence it 
iscaſy toinferre , what 1s the duty of Chriſtians ar all 
times and in all places, and under what ever Govern- 
ment they live. If it be their happineſle to live under 
the Government of a juſt, a wiſe and a merciful Prince, 
then they arc under all the obligations in the world of 
gratitude, duty and interelt to pray for the continuan- 
ce of his raigne over them : bur if falls out otherwiſe and 
God is pleas'd to ſcourge them for their offences by ſet- 
tingatyrantand a perſccutour to rule over them. Its 
ſtill their duty to pray for him , that God would turn his 
heart , and turn from them all thoſeevils, and judg- 
mens which they ſmart under, and which their ſins ha- 
ve moſt righteouſly deſerved, and that by reſtoreing to 
them thoſe bleſſings of peace and the publick profeſſion 
of Religion which they had formerly abus'd or under- 
valued, he would once more truſt them with an oppor- 


tunity of liveing like his people. 
; In 
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In this whole Pſalme which is chiefly directed to evil 4 e) 


Magiſtrates, nor 1n any other place of Scripture, we ;:: ;. 
hear not one word of reliſtance in caſe the ſupreme Ma- Tivi fot 
peccavi , 


&1{trate did not do his duty. Here 1s no appeal to the Se- }..., 
nate, ortotheinferiour Magiſtrate, or to the body of cnim 


the common people for redreile of grievances or for the #*”: _ 


reformation of Religion, or to punish the offender. r:». 4 
If the ſupreme Magiſtrate neglects his duty, or aCts 
beyond his commiſſion , he offends againſt none but ::4 & 


God, and isaccountable to no other, let his crimes be 4 
. pra A _ 
never ſo great or never ſo many. (a) Cc Aezain# thee, thee mum 0. 


only have IT ſinned, ſaies the Royal Prophet , when he _— 
qQUI u 


had commurted two grievous fins, adultery and murder. ;{.., ,i- 
And it1s ſufficient that God whoſe vicegerent he 1s will vit, curu 


delique = 


call him to an account and punish him, if he does any ;;.\.-- 
thing amiſle : with this conſideration David reſtraind ca Dco, 


ſome from killing Saul, who only wanted his leave to P57 © 
andi 


havedonit, (b) As the Lord liveth, the Lord shall fmite mini ; 
him, or his day shall come to die , or he shall deſcend into battle "'< vr 


and perish , but the Lord forbid that 1 should ſtretch forth my mY 

hand azainſt the Lords anointed. alio , nifi 
The duty of ſubjects whether conſider'd jointly or = "_ 

ſeverally 1s to obey in all things lawful, and wherein gens , 


| ; "ie" Y - 1pſum ſo- 
they cannot obey without offering violence to their.|, 


conſcience, toſufter. In all caſes they muſt needs be per po- 
ſubje&t not only for wrath but conſcience ſake. They an 


; | mee : x ſuann 
muſt not only ſubmut when 1t 1s not in their power to mcuens 
make reſiſtance (whuch (c) Bellarmine and ſome others '2' Þc0 


. peccavir. 
1MpU- S1c Chr y- 

oft. Am- 

broſ. Efc. (b) 1 8am.26:109. (c) Nos contra dicimus (:/nqrzre Bellarm, cos (id elt, 
Infideles & Hwreticos Principes) fuifle toleratos , propterea quod ad eos dejicicndos vi- 
res Eccletiz non ſuppetebant , cum Tertullianus fcribit , {uo tenupore (14 clt, ſub Erh- 


Nicts & perſecutoribus Principibus) Feiſſe Chriſtianos one bello rdoweos, nee 125 Tim NU 


gnerorum & copiarum defuiſle. Er addit , rumerofeores fuſe AMaurgs © Marcemannsgs af 
w 


gre adeo Parthzs. Tertull, Apol. cap. 37, Vid. Barcl. Vind. pro Reg. cap. 20. 


3O 
impudently, and traiterouſ]y affirm to have bin the caſe 
of the primitive Chriſtians) but becauſe ſubmiſſion is 
a duty of the evangelical Religion, and there 1sa p ro- 
miſe of an extraordinary great reward to thoſe who are 
perſecuted for righteouſneſte ſake, and we ought to be 
glad of the opportumty , and to account 1t an honour 
that we are thought worthy ot ozly to believe 0 Chriſt , 
but alſo to ſuffer for his name. Rcjoyce and be excecdinsg elad, 
{aics our Saviour, for great 15 your reward in Heaven. 

All the remedy that is allowed us under the worſt of 
Tyrants 1s to have our recourls to God, to make our 
complaint to him, and after the example of our great 


1 Pct. 2: Maſter to pray for our perſccutours , and to c0m2741t onr- 


ST. 


elves to him who jndzeth riahteou ly,for he has left ns an exams 
ple that we Should follow his ſteps, who when he was reviled, 
reviled not againe, when he ſufferd he threatend not , but com- 
mitted himſelf to him that judacth rightcouſly. 

If God did not take care of the world, and inſpire the 
hearts of Kings with wiſdome and other neceſſary qua- 
lifications for their moſt weighty employment , we 
Should be but in a miſerable condition: as the Empe- 
rour Maximilian us'd to ſay of himſelf and Pope Julius 
the ſecond. Dens eterne , miſt vigiares, quam male eſſet 
mundo, quem regimns nos, ego miſer venator & ebrioſus ille ac 

feeleratus Fulins. O eternal God, if thou didſt not keep 
watch over us, how 1ll would it be with the world,which 
we two governe, I whoama miſerable hunter, and that 
drunken and profligate wretch Julius ? Let us but be ca- 
reful to diſcharge our duty to God and his anointed, and 
we need not fear but things will be orderd for the beſt. 
It is God who judgeth the earth and who inherits all na- 
tions, and there is nothing comes to paſſe without his 
LE | ordering 
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ordering ,nor is it in any man's power to hinder what he 
has ordered from coming to paſſe. Let us give thoſe 
leave to govern whom God has ſett over us; as they shall 
think fit, and as God shall direct their hearts; all that 
we have to do, 15 to ſubmit and to pray to God for them, 
and therefore I shall conclude with that exellent prayer 
of our Church for the King , 1n the communion ſervice, 
and defire you tojoyne with mein it, which is ſet down 
in theſe words: Almighty God , whoſe Kingdom is ever- 
laſting and power infintt , "hes mercy upou the whole Church 
and ſo rule the heart of thy choſen ſervant James our King 
and Governour , that he knowing 7 whoſe Almiſter heis, may 
above all things ſeck thy honour and elory : and that we and all 
his ſubjects h) wely conſidering whoſe authority he hath, may 
f uthfully ſerve, honour and humbly obey him in thee and 
for thee, according to thy bleſſed _ and pe ance , through 
Feſns Chriſt our Lord, to whom with thee and the Hol ly Ghoſt 
be aſcribed as is moſt due all praiſe , hononr and glory now and 


for ever, A ME N. 
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He Reader 1s defired to corre&t the following 

faults, which either alter the ſenſe or render it un- 
intelligible, and which will the more ealily be excus'd , 
when 1t 15 conſider'd that the Authour was abſent, and 
the perſons employ'd about the preſſe were ſtrangers to 
the language. 

Page5. line 10. for 7 read which. p. 6. laſt line fave 
one, and 1n other places, for ſazds read ſaies. p. 8.1. 26. 
for preachedread pratticed, and laſt line ſave one of the 
ſame page, for bat read biz. p.9.1.7. read parted. p. 10. 
I. 14. for but it i read but isjt? p. 11. laſt line fave one 
read antient Government. P.12.after gens humanum read 
quando velit er quantum velit. p. 14. 1. 19. for lift read bfr. 
P- 15. laſtline fave 4. for faiz read fact. p. 21.1. 16. read 
ot without ſome admiration. p.24. 1.17. read are u0t ace 
countable. 

There are other ſmaller faults, as where the plural 
number is put for the ſingular, and one vowel tor ano- 
ther , which may eaſily be perceived , and theretore 
are not thought conſiderable enough to be taken notice 


of, 


